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Allies and their other heavy engagements." But there were
serious obstacles in the way which perhaps he had not foreseen.
On July 25 Germany declared her neutrality, and forbade the
transport over her territory of war material to both Poland and
Soviet Russia; the prohibition applied in practice to Poland alone.
In Czechoslovakia railwaymen, infected by Bolshevik propa-
ganda, held up the wagons en route for Poland. In Danzig the
German dockers refused to unload the Allied munition-ships—
after a time that was undertaken by soldiers of the Allies stationed
in the Free City. Munitions sent by France were prevented from
reaching the Polish armies till the decisive battle was fought and
won by Pilsudski. Poland was practically left to herself.
During the night of August 5-6, 1920, the Marshal came to a
final decision. Having heard the views of Weygand, Rozwadowski
and Sosnkowski, and not liking any of them, he shut himself up
in his room in the Belvedere in Warsaw, while working out his
plan of operations. This was to execute a co-ordinated retreat to
the Vistula and the Wieprz, a southern affluent; to assemble
secretly on the Wieprz a strong attacking force, constituted by a
regrouping of the armies in the northern and southern sectors, and
with that force to attack with the utmost violence the left flank
and rear of the Bolsheviks while holding them in front of Warsaw
by heavy fighting. The Polish forces in the southern sector were
to cover the right flank of the attacking troops, and at the same
time to hold the line of the Bug to the south of Brest-Litovsk,
but without exposing Lwow. As General Camon pointed out in
his book La Manoeuvre liberatrice du Marechal Pilsudski contra les
Bolcheviksaodt 1920, Pilsudski's plan was a"Napoleonic manoeuvre
on the enemy's flank and rear." Pilsudski's political and military
opponents taunted him with being an amateur, because he had
not undergone the customary training of an officer, but he had
studied the military art for years, and had also trained himself in
the field. His military preparation and knowledge were much
greater than generally supposed.

